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DRESS YOUR OWN 


Many a grandmother is blessed 
with the instinct to save this bit of 
lace or tiny button, that scrap of 
dotted Swiss—for someone’s doll 
dress. Some of us remember the 
very fancy box or little lidded 
basket in which we kept our sew- 
ing stuff for dolls. Probably there 
was never a kind of doll more be- 
loved than jointed bisque, go-to- 
sleep babies, plump little girl dolls 
with long curl wigs. See Envelope. 


From the old molds in Germany, 
hese are again being made. Hip 
nd shoulder joints are hidden, 
hands are daintily cupped. Black 
pumps with heels and straps are 
over white, blue topped half hose— 
you may recall how pretty this is 
against a flesh pink leg. Pretty 
faces are lighted up with tiny, go- 
to-sleep eyes; ’only thing different 
is the curls which are of shiney 
“improved” saran or something, 
but they’re still tied with the nar- 
rowest pink or blue ribbon bows— 
all cute as can be. 


We had ours made in two sizes, 
individually boxed. No. 612BX, 5% 
inch bisque dolly, $1.95; No. 612FX, 
4% inch, $1.50. (On a carton of 
twelve, all one size, deduct 10%.) 


The other “best-beloved” little these current German imports 
bisques of a somewhat later day should not “break the market” for 
were Rose O’Neill’s inimitable Kew- the little treasures of original edi- 
pies. These became a fad, were tion. Cast in the same old copy- 
‘ used decoratively dressed or nude, _ right molds, moving arms, painted 
& or tied round about the tummy with identical fine detail, there 
~ With a big, big bow. Kewpies have may be a touch of difference in the 

become quite a collector item, and texture, and certainly there is dif- 


ference in price. Their “wing 
buds” are sky-blue. 6%-inch Im- 
ported bisque Kewpie, No. 612HX, 
$1.50; 4%4-inch, No. 612GX, 75c. 


We really, really hope a let of 
you are doll-dress minded this 
Fall; not only are there those 
bisques from Germany, but for 
months we have been hoarding the 
incoming supply of chinas from 
Helen Young. It takes quite a 
back-log of “Alice,” “Ginger,” etc., 
when these modern favorites are 
called to the attention of Doll Talk 
readers. Exactly two years ago, 
these outstanding ceramics, with 
old-fashioned cloth bodies, were 
given front page story and picture. 
They are all six about 8 inches tall, 
nice size, and all the same price, 


$3.95. 


“Ginger,” Mrs. Young’s first, is 
the freckle touched redhead with 
hair slicked back to two bows. 
No. 45 


“Alice” is starry-eyed and “Won- 
derlandish” with a blue band of 
ribbon atop her long blonde hair; 
she’s especially sweet when dressed 
in a pinafore like the book illus- 
trations. No. 45A, 


“Betty Brown Eyes” is a pretty 
child with short, brown, bob style 
hair; they’re all three such fun to 
dress, perhaps in scraps left from 
a little daughter’s frock. Betty 
B. E. was not offered twe years 
ago. She’s No. 45B. 


The “Gent” should certainly be 
attractive to the many, many lady 
dolls his size (8”). Patent leather 
black mustache and center parted 
hair; boot-black legs— costume? 
Oh, any thing from a modest old 
bathing suit to that of a boulevar- 
dier. No. 49M. 
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Muriel Bruyere. 


_) 
His mates may be either little | 
Gibson Gal as a brunette, or blonde 
bride type cast in the same mold 
with upswept hair and curvacious 
legs. No. 45C is the brunette with 
high, laced shoes. No. 45CB is the 
blonde with dainty slippers and 
one “something blue” garter. 

Any one of the six, price, $3.95. 
*"Better get the whole half dozen, 
if you can’t decide, say, No. 45SP 
at $22.50 for one of each, at one 
mailing. 


We have a few of the delightful 
“Vie” doll, little girl portrait of an 
1860 daguerrotype, as made by 
8%-inch size with 
head and limbs modeled in bisque- 
like ceramic, properly proportioned 


child body that ean sit, easy as 


life, in a wee chair. Vie is a prim, 
young charmer with longish curls, 
but very smooth across the cr 

of her head. No, 191V, undressed, 


$10.00. 
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Should you have in mind an old 
doll to dress, perhaps in some fam- 
ily fabric or old garment that has 
been laid away, we can help there, 
too. That would take a bit of cor- 
respondence, but we’d submit and 
lay aside some one or two as is the 
Kimport policy, to avoid disap- 
pointmest. 


VISUAL ED. AGAIN 


Along with an S.OS. for a Jap- 
anese man doll, Peg Siegfried 
writes: 

“Our Council of Churches is try- 
ing to build up a doll library by 
getting a few dolls and having 
them dressed as some of the early 
leaders. We then use them in 
connection with various phases of 
church work. I dressed the first 
one for them as David Livingston, 
so that they could explain to the 
other groups what we had in mind. 
Now other dolls have been dressed 
by differezt ones and really, Mrs. 
McKim, they have done a beauti- 
ful job! I was much impressed 
with the work they had done in 
making the dolls look like the pic- 
tures of the men. So, I do feel it 


is a wonderful idea—and by seeing 


the dolls, do think the story of the 


church leaders will be much more 
impressive.” 
Oh yes, of course, we came 


through with a (battered) Japan- 
ese who was just what they could 
afford, and a challenge to “doll 
up” as Kagawa. 

Later, Mrs. S. sent us a newspa- 
per column, Council of Churches 
News, in which that Loan Doll 
Library was featured with capital 
letters and definite acclaim. Life 
story scripts are available with any 
character doll to use as program 
material—good idea! 


PRETTY AS A PICTURE 


Evelyn Gehman did not mention 
an old velvet shadow. box, but our 
imagination works overtime when 
dolls are involved, so, with a dash 
of cologne and the swish of a 
bustle, we quote: 


“Please save me a ‘Vie,’ Ameri- 
can portrait doll by Muriel Bry- 
yere. In an old Card Album dat- 
ing back to the 1870’s there are 
many pictures of children in the 
quaint, style of another day. Sev- 
eral of the little girls, and boys, 
are holding dolls. One small child 
is wearing a Pansy Bonnet and 
her little dollie is wearing a Pan- 
sy Bonnet, too! IE just got the 
idea to dress a doll like one of 
these children and thought of the 
‘Vie’ doll because she would look 
more like a child of that period 
than a doll. I do hepe you have 
one of these dolls for me. It 
would be nice to have a little boy 
portrait doll to go with her. 


‘IT got the Album at a country 
auction and it is a wonderful, col- 
orful costume researeh book, not. 
forgetting to.mention the roses, 
violets and for-get-menots on the 
cards that are ‘out of _ this 
world!’” 


DO YOU KNOW— 


Amongst the many tricks 
in ferreting out the age of 
dolls, glass eyes are amongst 
the least helpful. True, the 
type of glass eye may be re- 
vealing, but blown and other- 
wise made, such eyes, in re- 
ligious figures  especially,,. 
have been used for centuries. 
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Wo 
MAKE WAY 
FOR THE QUEEN 


There really should be fanfare 
and pageantry, ruffles and flour- 
ishes to introduce an Empress. In 
real life the lovely Carlotta reigned 
with dignity some sixty of her 
eighty-seven year life span, al- 
though all but a flashing three 
year period was in the shadows of 
mental make believe. No plot more 
dramatic, more tragic, could be 
dreamed by the masters of fiction 
than the young life chapters of 
this beautiful Belgian Princess, 
At the age of sixteen, she was 
given in marriage by Leopold 1st, 
her father, to Archduke Maximil- 
ian, brother to the powerful Aus- 
trian Emperor Franz Joseph. After 
seven years of European court life 
—you perhaps know the sequence 
—Mexico City captured by the 
¥rench, Maximilian selected to be 
“=mperor of Mexico, their reign 
over subjects who hated them sav- 
zagely, and after three short years 
‘the ill fated young Emperor’s death 
by a firing squad. 

At the age of twenty-seven, with 
‘a full life time of adventure be- 
‘hind her, the bewildered, exhausted 
ittle ex-empress broke mentally, 
mever to regain a normal mentali- 
ty. For more than fifty years, at 
(Chateau de Bouchout, which Leo- 
pold II set up for his tragic sister, 
Carlotta “reigned” over a few 
loyal servants always with the de- 
lusion that she was still Empress 
_ of Mexico, the land of gold, strange 
gods and tropic grandeur. 


; 


Well, that’s like a pedigree page, 
but atmosphere we hope that may 
intrigue you into wanting the par- 
ian portrait doll made from her 
formal portrait which still hangs 
in the Castle at Chapultepec. Polly 
Mann is a ceramic artist who cre- 


ated this doll with its “Dresden” 
crown. On her original model she 
fashioned the long soft curls to 
fall as they do in the portrait, then 
made that precious coronet, gold 
on the outside, with “pearls,” pearl 
luster lined, and a modeled on 
necklace to match. The texture 
is as smoothly faultless as in the 
finest antique, brown hair and eyes 
and correct style arms and legs 
with luster ballet slippers. Jewel 
bead earrings came even on the un- 
dressed dolls. She is 15 inches tall, 
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No. 149E at $35.00, undressed. We 
have costumed two in handsome, 
rich colored materials; they have 
to be $50.00 dressed, so why not 
costume your own, for a challeng- 
ing project. I know of no other 
doll that stands (or sits!) with so 
much royal charm. 

Yes, Mrs. Mann does other cer- 
amics, replica heads and limbs with 
more originals in the offing, but 
she gave Kimport the exclusive on 
this one—The Empress Carlotta. 


A REPAIR LADY SAYS— 


Here are a few quotes from a 
Doll Hospital letter that will be of 
interest to some. She speaks about 
several broken heads (shoulders) 
of glazed china sent to her for in- 
expensivé repair. Other and rarer 
doll heads deserve the best possi- 
ble attention, or it is better to 
leave them as is. “All pieces of 
the blonde head were O.K., so we 
put them back together with care, 
then reinforced inside with clay.” 

“The others I have cleaned up 
ready to work on. From appear- 
ances, they loox like some one has 
tried to copy them and the heat of 
plaster was too much for the old 
china. Clay and plaster was im- 
bedded in cracks and inside of 
hea’s like it does in copying old 
heads. It also happens when, eyes 
are set in bisque heads with regu- 
lar plaster of Paris. Fine cracks 
are also caused by putting too 
much tension on elastic when 
stringing. 

“T can make a form and cast in 
missing part with ecold clay, if I 
use china or bisque. The clay 
will shri-k and piece after firing 
and would still have to be filled in 


to make fit. This is some better, 
is more expensive, and even then, 
the head would still show it had 
been broken. 

“Maybe you can put shoulders 
under cloth, like kid bodies, when 
you make them up. It would cover 
the crack line and of course such 
a doll could be dressed in high 
neck dress.” 

We at Kimport have no hospital 
and do ‘no repair work for your 
battered beloveds, so merely pass 
these ideas along, with the permis- 
sion of the repair lady who does. 


tab DOLL 


The following excerpts are from 
‘Dolls and Puppets,” quite a Bible 
for basic information on the his- 
tory of dolls. It sounds fright- 
fully learned, bat thought provok- 
ing. The purer, higher forms of art 
are doubtless the ones where one’s 
own imagination must become a 
component part of the satisfying 
whole. 

“The doll is the three-dimen- 
sional representation of a human 
figure, a plastic creation—. In the 
doll we have before us the begin- 
nings of fine art ... recognized 
to lie in the field of sculpture. The 
first, still tentative, attempt at 
formative plastic modeling is the 
doll, but when this plastic model- 
ing develops into art the doll does 
not disappear.” (The doll is real- 
istic rather than imaginative.) 
“The sculptor, artist, directs his 
attention to the emotions. The doll 
maker on the contrary forces inte 
his service all the refinements of 
progressive technique, not striving | 
toward aesthetic impression but 
aiming at ever completer illusion.” 

Von B. 


6 DOLL T. 


wr ~ ARRIVALS 


LATE ARRIVALS 


This month we have nc new and 
Startling line of dolls to launch; 
those German imports of newly- 
made bisques in old molds might 
‘be heralded as such, but you’ve 
already found those “up front.” 

There are always delightful ship- 
ments of stock favorites though. 
Out in the mailing room, on the 
receiving table, where they lay out 
to be tagged and tucked away, new 
dolls receive a satisfied welcome 
from us, before they get the same, 
singly, from. you, 

A box of fan- 
tastically carved 
pigmies, black 
of wood and 
African of fea- 
ture, have been 
carved some 
place on the 
dark continent, 
with precise, as- 
sured, and yes, 


artistic hand- 

king. These are 

just all wood, 

no clothes, 

about 6 inches 

tall. No. 107P, es. 
$4.50. . 


A shipment of tall, slender young 
Guatemalans came in at such fair 
prices we can offer a special price 
per pair. They are 8-inch dolls 
mounted to stand on pine blocks 
which add half an inch. Large 
eyes are embroidered in white and 
black, red mouth; a few hidden 


stitches lift the nose up from brown 
cloth face. Of course, they have 
the stark, sketchy handling of the 
impressionistic natives who cre- 
ated them. No. 366B for the man 
or 866C for woman, at $1.25 for 
either. Order the pair as No. 
$66Pr, special, $2.00. 

You might add 95e for one of 
those bentwood boxes, decoratively 
painted on oval lid and box. Each 
one contains a full half “ozen tiny 
but amazingly complete miniature 
Guatemalan market folk. No. 366M 
—95c. : 

From still farther south of the 
border are the girls from Paraguay 
and Dutch Guiana—each with a 
lot of distinctly different virtues 
that add up to personality. Did I 
say “girls’? They’re full blown 
women. Bellita is something of a 
beauty with big black eyes, a 
dainty, peon type, white blouse 
and full flounced skirt; bare feet, 
woven basket of fruit atop her 
head, felt texture complexion and 
maybe you remember—a brown 
cigar firmly anchored between red 
painted lips. Bellita from Para- 
guay is 11 inches tall. No. 380A, 
$7.50. 

Cloth doll, “Roraima,” comes 
from Dutch Guiana, once called 
Surinam. What a sturdy one she 
is! In her slightly revealing cos- 
tume of bold print sacque and slit 
skirt, some Guianans might even 
call her ample curves voluptuous. 
Well made, clean and perfect for a 
foreign ‘example to add _ variety. 
Eyes are beads, earrings and but- 
tons are sequins; black cotton wig 
is interestingly contrived. Nine- 
inch Roraima is No. 304AX, $4.50. . 

Now, ‘way, ’way up to North 
America, to Quebec, for another 
Late Arrival, Rene Robert. The 


who 


Marcelline Roy, 
makes these warmly clad chaps, 
has politely suggested other types, 
but Kimport has smilingly, firmly, 
held out for R. R—with snow 


Trapper. 


shoes. “But someone away up in 
a far village makes those shoes”’— 
we can wait—“‘but this snow shoe 
maker only does a few pdirs in the 
winter”—next Spring will be fine— 
etc., etc. Miss Roy’s dolls are not 
top quality, the Trappers have 
fierce, stuck-on mustaches and 
painted black eyes like some child 
would draw, but there’s charac- 
ter in each muffled-up one, and 
then those 2%-inch snow shoes, 
they are a miniature prize in 
themselves. Hermine, the wife, 
may be had for you who believe 
that two by two theory—she’s No. 
290A, and he, 290; about’8 inches 
tall, $4.95 evch. 
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The last shipment of geisha girls 
from Japan took months longer 
and cost considerably more. But 
they are every whit as exquisite, 
now here, marked in to sell at the 
same $5.95. Made especially for 
Kimport were three 7-inch beauties 
—Wisteria Lady, Girl with horse 
head, and Musician with a lute. 
On one reorder, this came back 
with a flute. Now with satisfac- 
tion, we report—this time—LUTES! 
All three are made with that fin- 
est old Japanese artistry, inset 
eyes in satin smooth complexion, 
“Shimada” hairdress. They will 
stand proudly in the midst of any 
collection of small dolls; No. 805, 
individually. boxed, $5.95 each. 


A JAPANESE ART 


Before the middle of the 18th 
century, a series of fascinating 
dolls was made by an artist priest | 
of the Kamo Shrine at Kyoto. 
Sacred Sugi tree wood was carved | 
but not painted as its color is a 
pale mongolian tint and its grain 
imperceptible. This sounds much 
like the flesh toned wood used by 
the Door of Hope artists in Shang- 
hai for carving those wenderful 
dolls which we used to import, with 
such pride, 


~ I do not know whether or not 
other Kamo dolls were made later. 
The story came in of half dozen 
or so original antiques, dressed in 
materials from old priestly robes. 
It seems that slits were cut isto 
doll bodies in which tke cloth was 
inserted, and draped in different 
fashions, rather than dressing the 
earved wooden doll in separate, 
removable garme~ts. 
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BUSY, BUSY! 


Sweet, enthusiastic Minnette 
Hatch, Bay Area, is one doll friend 
that we soft pedal, rather than en- 
couraging all the vibrance that 
could be turned loose. We know 
she has grandchildren, a wonder- 
ful husband, two homes and a 
tricky heart to consider, as well as 


collection dolls, and the Doll Club. 
One time in perusing the Hatch’ 


folder, there were very special 
groups she was building—“Clowns, 
Santa Claus, Brides and Indians” 
—wkich I hummed along like the 
chant, “Mad Dogs and English- 
men” a la Noel Coward. She does 
have remarkable groups of all 
these, a surprisingly complete lot 
of Foreign Nation dolls and now, 
her mother love is expanding again 
to include antiques. MHere’s a 
quote: 


“T have lent my dolls three times 
since our Unit had an exhibit at 
Mill’s College to raise money for 
our Finnish girl. We took out 
three auto loads, mostly foreign 
dolls, clearing about $150.00. 


“Then the folk dancers put on an 
exhibit and borrowed a couple of 
big boxes for their costumes. It 
was so wonderfully successful that 
next the Foreign War Brides bor- 
rowed more dolls, so you see how 
popular foreign dolls are around 
here. Kimport has certainly helped 
me collect a group of which I am 
mighty proud.” 


Did you see the cartoon in Cos- 
mopolitan where sistie was ex- 
plaining to her chum that their 
new baby “cries and wets just like 
a real doll?” 


HOLLYWOOD BOOSTER 


From a Louella Parsons column 


of last May comes a bit of Orien- — 


tal doll lore: The Kokeshi adds 
one more example to a list of fetish 
or talisman dolls. “The Destroyer 
Division 72” brought to their home- 
coming queen, Mala Powers, two 
Kokeshi dolls which the Japanese 
believe make the sick well. | 
“Since you were so recently in 
Japan and Korea,” said Lt. How- 
ard Kay to Mala, “we’re present- 
ing you with these two wooden 
dolls. Place the little girl doll on 
the right side of your bed—she 
represents you. Place the little boy 
on the left side of your bed. He 
has volunteered to relieve you of 


your ills by taking them into his 


own body.” Little boy doll very 
fine gallant gentleman, says we! 


STILL TALKING! 


The Edison talking machine be- 
came 75 years old one day last 
August, but for this Diamond Jub- 
ilee we will select his talking doll 
inve’‘ion to note here. The Edison 
doll that is listed in Doll Talk 
source files is “Marguerite” who 
belongs to Mr. Ward Harris of San 
Francisco and Atherton, California. 
Yes, we have a picture of her and 
him. She is a chubby German- 
bisque headed lady about 20 inches 
tall, dressed in bright Gav Nineties 
finery. “About 1893,” Mr. Harris 
says, so talking dolls are not new 
under the sun. In her chest is an 
apvle sized phonograph, one turns 
a little crank from the back of her 
waist and the lady Marguerite re- 
peats in a small, tinny voice the 
words recorded on her inner cyl- 
inder, sO many years ago. 


% 


Q. What are Lettie Lane Dolls? 
A. You probably mean the paper 
dolls which ran serially for years 
in the Ladies Home Journal. They 
were beautiful, and so beloved that 
uncut sheets are collector items. 
First appeared.in Oct. 1908; they 
ran through July 1915. Designer 
was Sheila Young. 

Q. I notice Georgie Johnson sig- 
nature on Kimport letters. Have 
you changed hands? 

A. No, no indeed, and as far as 
Georgie is concerned she is far from 
a new hand. She was invaluable 
around here before McKims Stu- 
dios became Kimport; is “Mrs.” 

nd the Georgie is because she was 
born on February 22. “Doll of the 
Month” is her pet department; for 
that club there are specials tucked 
away for months to come! 


QQQ. and AAA. 


Sometimes one asks a cluster of 
questions that can’t be untangled 
into short little “Q. and A.” items. 
Mrs. H. W. Graf, convalescing, had 
spare time to be going through 
old magazines where she ran onto 
artcraft articles, and perhaps 
Patchwork Patterns — by Ruby 
Short McKim. Having had Doll 
Talk for years now, she felt that 
this was like renewing an old 
friendship and so asked for a D.T. 
story on how Mrs. McKim went 
from designs to dolls—what did 
become of McKim Studios—why— 
and how goes it? 

Life has been such a _ glorious 
adventure that it seems ungrate- 
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ful to reduce it to statistics, but 
here goes! 


In 1917, Arthur McKim and Ruby 
Short slipped into golden band 
rings, as bright as the stars in our 
eyes. That part has remained 
status quo. Otherwise life’s un- 
folding has shown many patterns 
but all in harmonious scheme. He 
had talents for writing, for busi- 
ness and for organization—an ad- 
vertising man, by profession. I was 
trained in art schools, taught art 
a while, syndicated child features 
through a chain of newspapers, ac- 
cepted many magazine feature as- 
signments and was for about nine 
years, Artcraft Editor for Better 
Homes and Gardens Magazine. 
Some departments were carried 
under McKim Studios, some as by 
Ruby Short McKim, and B.FE.G. 
for part of the time under a non 
de plume. “McKim Studios” still 
exist for Dun & Bradstreet rating 
with “Kimport Dolls” as a sub- 
sidiary. 

My first doll article appeared as 
a handcraft article in our Better 
Homes & Gardens series, featuring 
those beautiful little dolls, all hand- 
made by the Near East Industries, 
whose headquarters were in Ath- 


ens. Doll making itself, miniature, 
but accurate costuming, hand 
weaving, embroidering and lace 


making were featured achieve- 
ments in this line of Foreign Folk. 


Does that answer your sweeping 
questions, Mrs. Graf? No—I note one 
more—“How did you start hand- 
ling dolls?” Surely for one session, 
this is about all the personal fol- 
derol I can talk:z, or do they say 
“dish,” so let’s leave that part for 
another time. 


“Middle Sizes,” we said last Doll 
Talk, would have the spotlight of- 
fering this time. They are the 
dolls that fitted into buggies a 
little girl could proudly push along 
shaded streets, rock to sleep in a 
wooden cradle, fit into the curve 
of an arm. Most popular today, 
tomorrow, and in the long ago yes- 
terdays from whence these listed 
have survived. 


Bisques were top favorites for 
such a long time, so we’ll start with 
"half dozen of those pretty pink 
darlings. 

“Palma Lee’s” head is of smooth- 
est texture, light tint bisque; ex- 
tra large, sleeping brown eyes un- 
‘der modeled brows; pierced ears, 
original blonde wig in fair condi- 
tion. Jointed body of wood and 
composition; swivel wrists; 18 
inches; marked “Handwerck” and 
“Halbig;” dressed in hand-made, 
old blue challis frock. No. AS. 
302, $16.75. 

Another bisque headed _ girl, 
“A-M,” really from the same fam- 
ily, was ticketed as (brother) “Dud- 
ley’s Doll.” This 17-inch one has 
definitely pink complexion, bright 
blue eyes have been set stationary, 
and a very good human hair wig 
cut boy bob—straight. Dudley’s 
doll shows signs of being played 
with—a bit of paint retouching on 
the legs, worn finger tips, but she’s 
a dear doll in her old cream col- 
ored frock with catch-stitthing; 


new pink slippers have been added. 


No. AS741, $13.50. 
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“Beauty,” with golden. curls, 
sleeping brown eyes and thick 
lashes, really deserves her name. 
Her 4%-inch shoulder head is 
marked “K & R.” Bisque hands, 
old kid leather body with slender 
waist; petticoat, panties and blue 
jumper frock of the same period— 
about 1900. This cainty 15-inch 
miss is No. A725, $14.95. 

Baby type is chubby girl “Gret- 
chen,” with Armand Marseille head, 
11 inches in circumference. Sleep- 
ing eyes are gray-blue with brown 


lashes to match her soft, short-. 


haired wig. Fifteen inches tall, 
she sits.10 inches high because her 
composition legs have that infant 
curve. Gretchen is nicely dressed 
with matching bootees and jacket 
crocheted of sky blue wool. Circa 
1920, No. A481, $12.00, 


The last two bisques are aay 


type. Cute little “Miss Adams,” 
circa 1900, only 13 inches tall, is 
really nothing outstanding in the 


way of a doll, but she does draw 


attention. Sleeping blue eyes, a 
row of tiny teeth, updone hair on 
a shoulder type bisque head, but 
her jacket, skirt and turban brim 
are of old Skinner satin in a bright 
coral shade. There’s a handbag 
and trimming touches of embroi- 
dered black velvet, clubby little 
feet in glove leather shoes—and— 
the most beautiful gold doll brooch! 
I tried to pilfer this antique for a 
“more worthy” doll, but every time 
it was unpinned, poor little Miss 
Adams looked postively despoiled 
and I felt like a ghoul! So, No. 
A.S.576, with precious etched gold 
pin, is $15.00. 


Prize of the bisque group is such 


a smooth complexioned brunette @ 


with a dimple in her round little 


chin, beautifully modeled ears 


giereed front to back and original 


upcombed wig with bangs. Her 
sleeping eyes are large and almost 
round, bisque teeth and lips mod- 
eled together with a thin, cut line; 
clean kid body; bisque arms; head 
marked “S.H.”, has a small-sized 
cut out section at the top, like the 
earlier and French types had. Her 
original dress and jacket are wor- 
thy of a fashion model. The soft 
wool serge is almost a peacock 
blue, trimmed with about a bolt of 
antique baby ribbon that is wine 
red and picot edged—ultra smart 
for a young lady of about 1888. 
Twenty. inches tall, No. A701, $35.00. 


Three Chinas, next, whom we'll 
dub, Good, Better and Best. Or 
maybe you'll think Goodie is the 
bestest buy! She is a 16-inch, Civil 
Os: high-brow, with old “store” 

dy which is cambric with ma‘e- 
on red kid shoes and leather arms. 
The head is “home” mended across 
the back of her shoulders; quaint 
hair style is the kind I cali urn 
shape, very wide across the top 
with vertical curls that droop in 
deep scallops to cover the ears. 
Hand-crocheted lace on yrool and 
muslin underskirts; gray check 
wool suit trimmed in wool braid. 
No. A742, $9.50. 


Mrs. Betty Better has low brow 
hdir styling which of course is 
much later and more ordinary. 
This one is sharply lined, though, 
and lifts aut from the forehead. 
Original old crockery type arms 
and “balloon” legs. Handsomely 
dressed in black brocade with vel- 
vet ribbon and lace; has hoops and 

horsehair: braid poke bonnet. 


“Circa 1900 — 18 inches, No. A748, 


$24.00. 
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Sylvia Best is the =zristine darl- 
ing one dreams of finding, all orig- 
inal and untouched for almost a 
century! Her head is similar to 
the repaired “Good,” same size, 4% 
inches from top to the bottom of 
those extra deep shoulders, al- 
though her pretty face is barely 2 
inches frem chin tip to hair line. 
Slender arms with long fingers, 
slim legs too, with gaiter height 
dark shoes and green bow garters. 
Calico frock is pumpkin tint with 
tiny black and white patterning. 
Lace trim and muslin underwear 
is yellowed with age. Seventeen 
and a half inches tall and a treas- 
ure—Ne. AS 220, $42.50. 


Middle sized, composition doll 
next, 20 inches tall, with fat cheeks 
and rather small sleeping eyes. Her 
stuffed body, composition arms and 
plump, booted legs are all in zer- 
fect, un-retouched condition. The 
clothes look as if they had never 
been off of her; finely stitched and 
tucked drawers and petticoat are 
edged -with heavy eyelet embroi- 
dery. Navy silk skirt and over- 
blouse are lined, and trimmed with 
cherry red satin, Circa 1890—all 
but a new wig—and she does look 
truly old-fashioned. No. A744, 
$15.50. 


Bride “Regina,” from the collec- 
tion of the late Miss Alma Simp- 
son, bas a story page dated Xmas 
1944. It tells how this dear old 
pink waxed “pumpkin head” was 
not only her own mother’s last doll, 
but her last gift to Alma. In per- 
fect, original condition, she has the 
slim ‘wooden limbs, pompadour 
puffs and buff waxed hair with a 
black ribbon (all wax) above her 
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high forehead, and elliptical but 
rounded out, brown, pupil-less eyes. 
“Mother” re-dressed “Regina” in 
old ivory with fragile lace and 
pearls. Twenty-one inches tall, 
slender, a real “confection” of a 
doll. No. A.S.242, $55.00. 

Since we started this number of 
Doll Talk by doll-talking about 
dressing your own, here are half a 
dozen oldies that need such moth- 
erly care. 


Bisque head, kid body, 16 inches, 
with lovely gray “paperweight” 
eyes under modeled. brows; parted 
lips, new wig and bisque arms. 
Wears hand-made panties only— 
No. A490, $12.50. 


Bisque head, composition and 
wood jointed body which is espe- 
cially well modeled with kneecaps, 
dimply, cute hips and stomach. 
Swivel hands and all perfect with 
original finish which includes fin- 
ger and toe nails. Her head is es- 
pecially pretty with sleeping blue 
eyes and long lashes. Pierced ears 
have chain and rock crystal loops 


through them. Nineteen inches, 


undressed. No. A751, $14.50. 


China-headed “Beth” is a very 
old but low-brow type with smooth 
jet hair, blue eyes and especially 
serious expression. Her 4-inch 
high head made with holes for 
sewing it onto body, carries no 
mark. Perfect and original old 


slender arms and legs are valuable, © 


too. The cloth on limbs is re-cov- 
ered. Sixteen and a half inches 
tall. No. A.S.284, $16.50. 


Thirteen-inch Betty is the small- 
est of this month’s groun. and least 
expensive. Jet head is ordinary 
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except marking “O.K.” under 
arched “Germany” on back of 
shoulders. High glaze blue-gar- 
tered legs and nice hands. Pretty 
face, shoulder mended, body re- 
covered in what might have been 


father’s madras shirt. No. A752, 
$4.50. 
“Minerva May” (metal head) 


came to us so fresh and clean that 
she could have been by a hospital 
enroute. Her limbs with bare feet 
and cupped wooden hands exactly 
match the original pink of her 
unscarred complexion. Parted lips 
show two teeth and a bit of tongue; 
her pretty brown eyes sleep; wig 
is new. Wears nainsook drawers 
and petticoat only. Seventeen 
inches. No. A635, $13.95. 

“Juno” metal head with modeled 
blonde hair looks much mo 
played with. Nice old body sho 
it once wore a corset; composition 
hands. This 14%-inch child wears 
only long white cotton stockings 
and a short tail undershirt. About 
fifty years old. No. A753, $4.50. 


WIG NETS 

Kimport has never felt it their 
field to go into Doll Hospital items, 
but here is one “two-bit tid-bit” 
that we’ll gladly pass along. Think 
you twill love them for dolls with 
wigs. 
- The Venida Hair Net Company 
responded to accumulated requests 
for quality nets in doll size by pro- 
ducing perfect little ones in three 
shades. Made of strong nylon fil- 
aments with elastic edge, just like 
life size, thev’ll fit middle size to 
quite large dolls. Ten cents for 
sample one or order No, 3-N, three 
nets, 25c. 
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DOLL TALK 


A magazine in miniature, 
published for doll enthusi- 


asts. Issued about every 
eight weeks. 
Subscription is $1.00 for 
two years. 
Address: 


KIMPORT DOLLS 
Independence, Mo. 
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HOW COME? 


Beth Garcia sent in this jolly 


. snapshot with the question, “How 


did these two ever get together?” 

Mrs. Garcia had made the doll 
and bought the Schoenhut donkey, 
and then it seems politics being 
what they are this year, that the 
gentleman in the battle jacket got 


as been sot along other party 


: e:" with a critter whose ancestry 


~~ aines for a mighty lot of genera- 


tions. 


The Garcias live south of the 
Mason-Dixon line, election ballots 
are still to count, and far be it 
from me, Doll Talk editor, to make 
predictions from the home tewn of 
Independence, Missouri! Before 
another issue is mailed you'll all 
know whether the donkey kicked 
the candidate clean out of the pic- 
ture or followed him, by and large, 
right up to a majority at the polls. 
And either way, there’s nary a doll 
who will bat a blown glass eye— 
no sighs from a sawdust breast, 
no pointing with arrogant pride 
from a bisque or leather finger. 
Small wonder that dolls are such 
a comfort! 
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ROLY POLY TOY 


“A rose by any other name” has 
nothing on a couple of informa- 
tion bits we just dug up about 
Rolypolys. 

In Japan, a favorite toy is a 
fat little squatting man, so weight- 
ed that there’s no such thing as 
overturning him. He is called 
Mr. Daruma, and no wonder— 
because Daruma San, an ancient 
Buddhist sage, came over from. 
India (6th century) and spent the 
next nine years squatting before 
a wall at which he gazed per- 
petually. Indeed there should be 
no upsetting of determination 
such as that. 


In China such rock back toys 
are called “pan-puh-too” which 
translates as the thing that can 
be banged but not overturned. 

Doubtless there are dozens of 
names and stories about this type 
toy, as versions of it are found in 
many, many lands. ’Wonder what 
the Swedish, French, Italian 
youngsters call them, and why? 
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Correspondence Clippings 


“My other hobby is writing poe- 
try, from which I get more pleas- 
ure than pay. But I save that 
money for dolls—thus this order.” 
—Mrs. Alice Swaim, Pennsylvania. 


“IT wonder how many collected 
the paper dolls sent out by Inter- 
national Silver Company to the 
‘jewelers to use in celebrating the 
100th anniversary of 1247 Rogers 
Brothers Silver? I’m fortunate to 
have a set a jeweler gave me.” 

—Grace Toalson, Missouri. 


“How we used to do nice things 
for one neighbor lady, who took 
the Ladies’ Home Journal—and, of 
course, we thus acquired ‘Letty 
Lane’ paper dolls.” 

—Edith Weed, California. 


“T was born and raised in North 
Platte, Nebraska, and Buffalo Bill 
was my grandfather’s close friend; 
in fact, he was the Cody family’s 
doctor, so by all means I want a 
Buffalo Bill doll.” 

—Mrs. H. S. LaRue, Iowa. 


“Hvery collector is an individual- 
ist. That’s what makes collecting 
interesting and different—each col- 
lection having personality and 
charm according to _ collector’s 
taste.’—Mrs. Candida C. B. Fer- 
reira, New York. 


“Doll Talk just got here and I 
enjoy especially what is said about 
the Layton Dolls. The articles al- 
ways sound so much like you that 
I feel I’ve been there visiting you. 
Hope y’all are ‘fit and well.’” 

—Zella Layton, Florida. 


antique china closets made entirely 
of glass, except for the base and 
top. They have glass shelves and a 
mirror at the back so that the 
backs of my dolls show as much 
as the front.” 

—Lillie Mae Aughtry, S. C. 


‘Here is a dollar to keep Doll 
Talk coming. I hope to get caught 
up on some ‘uninteresting’ ex- 
penses soon so I can again order 
a few ‘new dolls. 

—Amanda Schwenke, Texas. 


“T am very pleased with the 
Dutch dolls sent for. my August 
Doll of the Month, and especially 
liked the one you picked for my 
bonus doll. I have been very happy 
with all of the dolls I have r 
ceived through this service, a 
here is my order for the next group 
of twelve,” 

—Mrs. Loretta Marshall, Conn. 


“T always feel like the small boy 
at the candy counter when looking 
through Doll Talk. I want to say 
—gimme oxe of those and two of 
these and so on, but like the small 
boy, it seems as if my pennies are 
far too few.” 

—Mary Milner, West Virginia. 


“T was delighted to discover in 
Doll Talk, dolls at a price and a 
size that our two daughters can 
collect. All of ours are 7 inches 
or under.” 

—Mrs. C. J. Beauchamp, Mich. 


“Every Doll Talk is a personal 
letter to me, so I hope you do 
them yourself. . 

—Laura Stroud, California. 
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“T love my dolls. The Tahitian 
ones are an especially delightful 
addition to my collection. Ill now 
need a new cabinet.” 

—Mrs. Mary Lippencott, Maine. 


“Tine small bisque is like the lit- 
tle dolls which we as children car- 
ried in candy boxes, together with 
treasured sewing scraps. With 
such treasures long summer hours 
were spent in dressing them.” 

—Mrs. L. A. Knight, Virginia. 


“The small stands are wonderful. 
When I get back home for the 
winter, I shall bring some to Doll 
Club. I’m sure all of the members 
will be interested in such good 
stands for their small dolls.” 

—Mrs. M. D. Gurney, Minn. 


“The wood-carved Swiss girl is 
amazing, in that she is jointed, in 
addition to having a beautiful face 
and handsome costume.” 

—Mrs. J. M. Brand, West Va. 


“The adorable Geisha doll is all 
I anticipated and gow rightfully 
occupies a prominent position in 
my doll cabinet.” 

—Mrs. Leroy Margerum, Penn. 


“Way back in your files (1938) 
you may find where I went all the 
way to Newark to see a Kimport 
exhibition. I started to pick up 
dolls while traveling in 1923. Later, 
I gave away starter groups and 
gift dolls, sold some, whittling my 
500 to about 175. Now I’m anxious 
to add again, small, well dressed, 
Qrtcrestingty made ones, so—please 

get me back onto Doll Talk.”— 
‘Mary Ida Ridgway, New York. 


“T never realized what a differ- 
ence doll stands make. Sitting or 
leaning, aS many of mine have 
been reposing, certainly detracts 
from their beauty—so here is my 
order for another group in the 
various sizes.” 

— Mrs. Lloyd Billings, Iowa. 


“In my exhibit here at Sylvan 
Lake, I try to arrange a boy doll 
every so often to add interest. | 

“Your stands are excellent—the 
ibest I’ve been able to get anywhere 
for these small dolls. 

“T am asked constantly by moth- 
ers of young collectors, for sugges- 
tions on collecting good authentic 
dolls. They seem pleased to learn 
there is such an informative book- 
let as Doll Talk.” 

—Mrs. M. D. Gurney, S. D. 


“T thought you might like to know 
that the dolls will go along on our 
vacation trip to Kentucky, as I 
want to show them to my mother 
and sisters.” 

—Mrs. Zula Carbonell, Ind. 


“T loved my box of treasures so 
much that I was loath t? banish 
them to the doll room. Incident- 
ally, I have a system of keeping 
one of the more glamorous or at- 
tractive dolls always in my room, 
as a table ornament.: Rotating 
them, a week or so to each, I can 
especially enjoy each one as well 
as ‘gloating over them as a collec- 
tion! 

“TI don’t see how you can part 
with lovely one of a kind dolls like 
the Spanish dancer! As old Omar 
said, ‘What can the vintners buy, 
so precious as the wine they sell!’” 
—Mrs. H. B. Disbrow, N. J. 
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Republicans are inching in on Demos, 

But Democrats are standing mighty pat. 
Is Capital still grinding down on Labor 
Or has it turned to “visa-verse” on that? 


The big bad Chains are theat’ning Independents, 
And Communists—who knows what they are at! 
But Dolls still challenge autographs ayd glassware 
And even postage stamps—they’ve licked ’em flat! 


Yes, even at election time, dolls- 


continue their serene, incorrupti- 
ble way. We surely hope that you 
will be registered, vote your con- 
victions and then buy a new Kim- 
port doll either to celebrate victory 
or to console you in defeat. Our 
America is wonderful beyond words. 


No. 173R—Betsy Ross $10.00 
No. 173S—Uncle Sam 7.50 
No. 182B—George Washington 7.50 
No. 188 —Abraham Lincoln 7.50 


No. 123—Thomas Jefferson 7.50 


SEND ALL ORDERS TO: 


KIMPORT DOLLS, Independence, Mo. 


